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Foreword

To have been in exisrence for 100 years is ar, amazing achievement for any organisation aud for the
Scottish Beekeepers' Association (S.B.A-) it is a milestone that we are particu)arly proud of today. lt
is indeed a great honour for me to be President in lhis Cenren!ry 1,ear and to have the ptiviledge of
writing the foreword to the S.B.A. centenary bookler'The Early Years'.

Reflecting on trrometrtous changes which have sl,nped our hisrory during the lirsr ]rurdred years,

challenged us to look ar our past and the way rhar beekeeping in all irs various aspecls has changed.
\Vith the cenrenary celebrations ln mind we wete delighted to ask one of our own members, Una
Robertson, to collare informarion rvhich would give a flavour of the history which has created the
S.B.A. as it is trxlay. fJn2 was the ideal person to tackle this onerous task, not only a beekeeper in
prcvious years, she is also a historian, former S.B.A. President and currcntly Library Convener with
resporxibility for the renorvned Moir Library I am delighted and very grateful rhat Unir agreed to rake
up the challenge.

The history of dre Scottlsh Beekeepers' Association is packed with interest deriving from the rnany
personalities involved, from the way the S,B,A,'s foundations have been buik tqron and extended
and from the development of beekeeping ovet rhe years, Una has, from our own Scoftish Beekeeper
rnagazine itnd many other sotrces, unearthec{ i'ascinating information about the history of rhe S.B.A.
and the rrany people who have shaped it throughout its one hundred years in existence.

As you read on I ii:el certain you will be impresset{ by the skill, dedication and aspirations o{ those who
have moulded the S.B.A. thus far. As I digested the Associarion's hisrory I paused ro teilecr on rhe
motto of nry old schtrl which used the Latin uords 'Respi:e, Prospice', essentially m eaning'lca,r. fffit
the Past and look to the futwe'.

It is vert evidefir that we face challenges today which were never envisagcd. Changes in our
environ:nent, ccology, chemical engineering, cross spccies nite transfer and vituses have made present
day beekeeping complex at best. Howevet thor.rgh beekeeping in the past may have been simpler, it
lvas undertaken inirially wrth far less knowleclgc of the honel,bee than we cuuc[lly have access to
and wlth lirdc practical supporr comparecl to thar available trow. The dedication, skill, research and
underscanding ofthose beekeepers rvho have gone before us have created a herirage ofwhich we can
be justiliably proud and rvhich affords us dreir skills, combined wirh deveolopmcnr in rechniques, to
cope rvith modern day challenges.

As you grasp the history ofthe S.B.A. I trust that, like me, you will appreciate the legacy we have been
gitred by our forcbears and join u,ith me in expressi ng a sincere desire to reflect their zca[, rulderstand ing
and kno\,-ledge as we, in tun,, mould the future ofbcckeeping.

To Una Robertsut for all the uork involved in the preparation of'The Early Years', and, to drose
many beekeepers who are the subject and source of all this rnaterial, as President, on behalf of the
membership of the S.B.A., I extend orLr grate{ul rhanks and appreciation.

iv

Phil McAnespic

President S.B.A.
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Introduction

This is rhe Centenary yeat for the Scottish Beekeepers' Association and, in the midst of celebrating
such an achievement and looking {orward to our next one hundrcd years, it is also a time rvhen it
is dght rhat our thoughts tum back for a while ro remember our origins and those who made the
Association what it is today.

{ repor r given ro rhe firsr A.G.M. 'tareo.

'The Scottish Beekeepers' Association wa founded on 25th Mo:1, 1912, to unite the beekeepers of Scotland,

for theh nutual banefit, in a r.l:.tional ccmfederation, and to pranote, b1 the concened action of its memlers,

the eatensbi anl genrral atluancemeat of beekeeping thrcugho t the land.'

Thus the record, in the fewesr possible words, ofa momentous evenr for the beekeepers of Scotland -

an event lhar continues to have lasting effects as we arrive at the Centenary ofthat foundation.

The world of 1912 was very different to that of 2012. Things commonplace now were rarities then:
aviation and the cinema, for example, were both in rheir infancy and few houses had central heating
a telephone or a refrigerator. Television was well into the future. Memorable events ofthe era included
rhe sinking of the Titanic, the deaths of Captain Scott and his parry returning {iom the South Pole,

and the Coronation of George V while the First World \?ar was just two years away. Also to be noted
should be the recent introduction ofthe old-age pension and the orgoing campaign to achieve'Votes
foL 

'Women.

In terms ofbeekeeping, many beekeepers had macle the change ro wooden hives, ofwhich there were

numerous designs, but there were, equally, those who kept onwith the old-style straw skeps. However,
at this date thousands ofcolonies were dying fiom an unknown cause, termed'Isle of Wight Disease'
('[o\(/') which was sweeping across the country and causing devastation and despair

This was the background to the fonnation ofThe Scottish Beekeepers' Association (S.B.A.) in 1912. It
was not tl1e lirsr atrempt to form an association to unite the beekeepers of Scodand; lwo previous

attempts had failed to survive. lVould this be rhird rime luc$?



The Founding of the S.B.A.

The impetus for a third artempr at founing The Scottish Beekecpers'
Association came from C. \X,l Aver1,, newly appointed Lecrurer in
Beekeeping at the Eclinburgh & Easr ofScotland College ofAgrictLlture.
Shorrly aftel arriving in Edinburgh he had writren a lerter to the press
asking fol a response frol:r anyone intcrested in such a projecr. Even at
that srage the infant scherne was ln peril as he had then moved house
and replies l-rad not been {olwarcledl A second appeal went into the
press. Pror,rises ofsupport were receiverl Irorn all parrs oIScotland, from
Stornoway to Durnfries ir was said, and a preliminary meetrng was held
in Edhburgh:

'On 27'h April 1912 a mccting ofBeekeepers was held. . . rhe object belng to consider what steps, i{
any, should be taken l,ith regard to forming a Beekeeping Association for Scorland. There was a fair
attendar-rce and a large number of letters promisillg to slrpport the movement were reac1. Delegares
from several counties spoke in support ofthe proposed association: and ir was ultimateiy unaDimously
resolved to proceed with the formation oI a Scottish Beekeepers' Association. A committec was
appointed to make the necessary a angements for the inaugural meeting to be held on 25,h May in
dre College, with the hope rhar many beekeepers ancl others rvould be present.'

A public nreetir-rg rvas lreld in the College as proposed 'to inaugurate a Beekeefers' Assoclation for
Scodnnd'. TI.re Revd. J. lfl Blake, M.A. of Gmple presided. He said that they were rhere thar da),to
see if they could set on fooa a National Beekeepers' Association. He thought that they $,ere a1l in
agreement that it would be dcsirable to have a centmi associatioD which *,ould have a connectiotl
rvith all the beekeeper-s in Scotland, stinularng rhose *,ho were already engaged in the indusrry and
inducing othen to take it up. The meeting agreed to fonn such an association and then proceeded to
drafi the rules and regularions. The report continued by saying tl.re Associarion would endeavour to
accornplish its objectives byr-

arranging Ior the delivery ofpublic lectures about bees and bee culture in vadous towns
and villages in ali parts ofthe country

promoting the establishment ofCounty or District Associatior-rs

offering to all its members facilities for obtaining 6rsr class expert advice

rnainraining a library of rhe most advanced works on apiculture

holding an annual shorv ofbees, honey, wax, hives, appliances &c., in connectlon with
the shorv of the Highland & Agricultural Sociery

granting . . . medals and other prizes to be awarded at that amtLal shorv

couvening a beekeepers' Conference at that said show

fostering comblned effort in the extirpatioll ofbee c{isease

organising the disposal ofproduce on the most profilable terms

working an'Exchange and Marr'for the sale or exchange ofbees, hives, &c.,

G Wr Aren
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. arra[gi[g for rhe suppl,v of hiles and appliences ro the rr1elDbers oI tlle Associarion ar l,holesaLe
prices

. ho[ling examinariom in bcckccping

The inauguration Lrf thc S.B.A. was grcctcd Lrv thc Bcckccpers' Cla:ctrc with thc words: "\Ii, heatih
u,clcoare dr,, arlocnt ol Sco,ldnd\ A-\soci.1riofl, 'all sincoell hope t/rat thi.s long'erpeoeri rrnri rn*.:Jr reqlirtJ
mofcnlc?lr md) /1doa aolnpl1e sraae55."

A t'irrrlrt-r mccring las hcld that Atrgrrst shen an rrrgent apFeal lvrt mude usking lor molc l.eekeepers
to becorne mcmbcrs. This was lbl[,weLl [.r' a djscussron on Isle oi\Vight Di-..-ase rlLrnng rfiich the neeJ

for a porvcrlirl associatlon was enpha-.isec1.

Background to the formation of the SBA

In 1874 ScrrrlanJ's 6rsL xtterrlpt ro firrm a natil)nal rssociation hu.1 taken p.lace rr'1rh dre founJing c,i
The O:rle.lLnian Api.rri.rn antl Entomological Socicty (C.A.E.S.). The Ll vin.e lorce f(rr thjs, elthou-eh
orher elements l:rv in rhe hackgroun.l, camc abolrt through Cl. N. AbLron, thc applancc rlealc4 rvhcr

haLl latrnched The Brirish Bee Jorrrlal (B.B.J.) rhc ;--.rcr-ic,rrs vcar Hc called 1or a ercar Shorv of Livlng
Bees, llnes, Honey irnd Apiarirn Appliances'to tc hel,l et the Crlstel Palace tu LonJon. Ilcre,
Scottish tonpettLrrs provr.l r-cry sut.t.csstirl rrhich le,i, 

'horth' 
alienvards, to the formatron of rhe

C.A.E.S. lt \\':rs irl e\istt-n.. {or al.out l5 r'cius. The menlbcrshif cirmc'lrrrgel} from the \i'c,it hut it
failed to arrract a rvider follorvurg, cicspirc stlging ir number ofsucces.firl thots lrrouncl rhc cr,lnlrr\:

ln i8S9 rvhcn thc L--.A.E.S. rlas unable to Farti.iler. in that vriu's Highland e\ Agriculturel Shot
er Mclros., ML (later Sir) Thomes Gihvrn Carmichacl ofChicfsrvooLl, neilr Mclrosc errengcd li)r an

akernativc cxhilrition. \Vhrlher hc rescurcl the f:rilrng C.A.E.S. or crcrrc.l i1nc\r, associiltion is unclcar
l,ut bv 1E91 Thc Scottish Rcekeepers'A"s,rcieti(nr lrad becn ii)rn1.J anJ hed oudlned iLS ohjccLivcs.

Fle rcre.l as SccrcraLt'. This Associnrion .lrcu its nrtnrll'rshif l:rtqelr liom thc cast o[Lhc countrr,. it
organiscd si\ rrrajor sho$ s within thrce leArs at ri hich a giant rmr.lcl l.cc, provrdtJ h1' Sir 

-l'homas 
ilL a

c,rsr Lrf!1C0, u,es uscJ for Jemonstrltr,rn purpLrscs.

Vhcn Sir Thonrrs ta. elecrcrl ro V/cstnrinstcr as Libcrel \,1.P ior Mr.llLrdrian in 1895 hc rcsigncJ
as S(-crctur-r rnJ rhc A-.s,rciatiot ihlincllcrl lithoLrt his su11-.Lrrt. Hou,cvcr, in 1S98 thcrc apf-.carcJ

a tororightlv journal c:rllcil Thc Scottish Bcckccpcr, ir ren lor jusr olcr t!\r) vclrs and stoffed ,s
su.lLienlv es it heil sterrecl.

There werc somc who sat thc -s.B.A. ol l9ll as a resrrseitatron oi the l39l AssocirLron l.Lrr rhose

\ritrng in tlt 192Cs.rnd 'l0s, uho hcLl srrong mr:nories olthe ecnral evenrs, re[r trr (i. \\i Avery as

'The FLrunllrng Farircr'.

Developments after l9l2
-l 

hc ncrvly-Iorrnetl S.B.A. gor oll to a shaky start. The number of illd( idLlel mentbers increase,.1 sklvly
but Mi.llorhiaLr l'as the only association to alliliate. ln 191:1, a further effrrrr ua"c rn:rcle ro lirrk uf:rll
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tlle eristing beekeeping associations in Scotlnncl, Beekeepers, therefore, were asked to attend a series
ofmeetings in order to consider the way forward, 'There was', ir was reported, ' evidence of rhe growth
in desire among beekeepers for greater co,operati(ni and certain proposals were tentatively brought
li)rward at a meeting in July. Ar the second meeting in October, when '27 prominent beekeepers and
others' attended, the Chairman urged all present to weigh well the matter in hand. The rules revised
at the previous meeting were then submitred, revised still futher and in their amended form were
to be sent out to the beekeeping associations in Scotland. Ar the linal meeting in February 1915 it
rtas agreed to restructure the S.B.A. on the basis of federation, replacing the original 'afiliadon'.
This decision proved decisive and the reconsrituted nationll association came into being. Thereafrer
nlembership numbers soared.

At the Quarterly Meeting of rhe S.B.A. Execudve CouDcil, Chairman Robert Steele reporred thar sir,ce
the plevious meeting there had been a signiicarrt increase of 280 ln the membership and, counting
'isolated'r'nembers (ie. individuals outrxith a loca1 branch) now srood at almost 800.

The following year, 1916, membership was close k) 1,000, whlch meant that in eighteen months
ltlrmhers had quadrupled and three new County Associations had been folmed, namely Fi{eshire, West
Sritlingshire and Surherland.

At the A,G.M. of 1917 tire Secrctary Henry Crombie of Dunkeld, was able to reporr rhar wirhin two
years membership had risen from 250 to 1,400 and the number of federated associations had risen
from 7 to 12 rvithin the past year 'and dur drese associuti,ons range Irom $Ltherland in the norah ao,Agrsrire
ir the south, and /rom A4llishire in the west to Aberdecnshire in the east, so there coltld be lnle doubt of

.tr tlre ftuirfli;less of then effats, anl ma1 feel amp$ rewarded {or all their slren ars and uhole)rcatted
oldeaoor.rs.' This was especially commendable wl,en set against the background ofthe War and of tlre
devastation caused by Isle of Wight Disease.

The A.C.M. held in l9t8 was'told offurther progressr membership ofover 1,?00 and an addiri<.:nal 5

federated associations amongsc which were the South ofScotland, one o( the oldest associadons, atrd
ihe youngest, namely the Glasgorv and District. There were few associations that had not federated
and rhe S.B.A., therefore, could be seen as Scodand's natiorlal association ofbeekeepers.

Subscripriols ar rhat point were as Iollows: 'itrdepenLient' members paid 5 shillings (25p) per year,

Associations federared to the S.B.A. by adoprL[g irs Rules ald paying a one-off entry fee of 5s ancl
rl1 annual charge ofone-tenth o{their mirrimum annual suhscription ofeach membe! the minimrur

^nnual 
payment to the S.B.A. being 2s 6d (12.5p). Duc ro rhe facr ofthere being a credit balance of

over r29 at the A.G.M. in 1920 it was resolved to rctluce the subsc ption oflederated associations so

that the rninimum would be 5s (25p) and the maximurn !1 ls (!1.05).

The A.G.M. of 1919 was told ofyet greater progress: mcmbership had risen to considerably over 2,000,
fe.letated associations numbered 23,'independent members'shorved a significant increase, rvhile few
counties remained unrepresented. Furthermore, thc S.B.A. was norv being given due recognition as

tlre national association and the Board of Agriculturc for Scotland was so impressed by the S.B.A.'s
successFul efforts in fostering beekeeping in Scorla[d that it had decided to give a grant in aid ofsuch
t,ork. Equally, the S.B.A. had had its worlc recognised by the Highland & Agricultural Sociery and
arrangernents were in place to hold a honey show in codunctiol'r with that association's show during
Jul1,. (However, this statement is a little confusing since rhe S.B.A. and its predecessors had been
sraging a show at the Highland for a number ofyears.)

]



Standing Committees

ln the course of those early years several standing committees were set up that werc designed ro
cover specific aspecrs of rhe S.B.A.'s objectives. The first would seem to have Leen those relating
to the Library, to Markets, Propaganda, Shows, Legislation and Diseases, with those for Educatlon
and Finance not far bel-rind. In addition to these, by 1950 there rvere Comrnittccs for lnsrLrance,

Publicatior-rs, Films and Lantern Sii.1es (former'1y dealt u,rth by Librarl), Rescarch and The Scortish
Beekeeper Business Comrnittee. The basic fr:rmework has lasted to this rlay although sorne committees
have been absorbed into others with sinilar ftrnctionsj sone have had a changc in ritle and rheir remit
has Leen adapted to current needs.

THE LIBRARY COMMITTEE had .lohn Moir as its Convener The work of administering thc
collectlon and sending l'noks out ro bonowers will have changed litrle over the years. Evcn then,
borrowers only paid {or the return postage on their books, a tradition that continues to bc maintainell.
By 1918 members had access to over 500 books and the nutrber increased each year

THE PROPAGANDA COMMITfiE was set Lrp ro organise and establish new associations
througl-rout dre country and ro encourage beekeepen to join their natlonal association. The rernit also

incl.rded publlcising tl-re work of tl-re S.B.A. ar-rd overseeing the publication oI various leaflcts. Earl,v
plans encompassed a scherne to have a census of al1 necessary infonnation lelating to bcckceping
throughout Scotland.

To begin wirh it also looked into legislation alfecting beekeepers, togerher with educational matters;
one early task was to present a memorial ro the Boarll of Agricukure asking for the ir$titutjon of
graded exams in beekeeping alone, without a compulso4 study ofrelated sul.jects. However, separate
corrmittees were soon established to take charge o{ these aspects but ir was not until 1971 that the
post ofN4ernlxrship Convener rvas created.

THE MARKETS COMMITTEE'S first Convener rvas R. Steele. of Steele
& Brodie, the appliance dealers. One oI the S.B.A.'s early objectives to be set

in train was the provision to rnembers of beekeeping equiprnent at wholesale
prices. Robert Steele presenaed the Council with three possible schemes. This
\ras Lliscllssed, a decision was taken and the scheme came into operation
immediately. Lr rhe l,rst year alone it was said to have saved trembers over
1100, r,ith sales olmore than 200,000 sections, over 1.5 rons of{oundation and
'a large output of hfues and applionces'. Within a few years other suppliers rvere

advertising that they were an'Oficial Contraco?'Io the S.B.A.' firms such as

D. G. Purdie, Glasgot, 'Seed Merchana & Nurseryman, Specialtry Beekeepers'

Supplies' and E. H. Taylor Ltd., \(eluryn, Herts. By 1924 rhere were 8 such
'ffichL contractors' 3 in Glasgow, 1 each in Perth, Forfar and Wom,it, plus 2
English companies.

The Commitree also launched a second scheme which saw the opening ofdepots h Edinburgh and Perth
dLrring 1915 for rhe sale ofmembers' produce. Despite a shonage of l-roney that season, as a 6rst er.pedmenr
rhe resuks proved most satisfacrory The prices securel1 were considered generous: one thousarrd 6ve
hundred sections had been sold, in addition to exrracted hone1,, and the dernand {br heather honey could
not be met. By 1919 the vallre olhoney dlsposed oftllough the depots was reported to be !500.

!
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THE SHOWS COMMITTEE was inactive duting the 1914-18 l7ar as no annual show took place. ln
1919, the Highland &Agricultural Show was held in Edinburgh. Despire the srnall amount ofhoney
heing exhibited, due k) the late season, the display of appliances, the schedule oF talks and practical
demonstrations in the Bee Tent, the giant motlel bee (on loan ftom the Midlothian Association)
used for lectures on anatomy, the examinations for Beemaster and Expert Beemaster, and the Annual
Conference all contributcd to a mernorable Show and many casual observers, the report continued,
clecided then and there to take up beekeeping. Thereafter the annual shows developed around a

sinrilar fonnar although the displays ofhoney and llive producrs were Iiable to fluctuare depending on
each season's weather.

There is a consta t tl)eme of regret running througl') the annual reports regarding the enonnous
expenditure on irnporting foreign hoDey and lrax when there was so much potential for Scottisl,
beekeepers to producc l[ore of the home-grown product. This was no! [ew; exacdy the same stance
had been taken in 1750 by Robert Maxwell, autllor of 'The Practical Beemaster' and by subsequent

authors such as James Borner who wrote A 
^ew 

pLtn lor speedib iacreasing the number of bee-hiues in

Scotlnnd' in 7795 .

The average arurual value of inrported honey between 1904- 1923 amou[ted to t 122,621; the value of
irnports fluctuating widely from f,29,12? in 1904 rc !892,888 in 1919.

The Committee's guideliles as to prices for 1920 were as follows: 1"'grade scccions at 3 shillings each
(15p) and a similar price for l" grade extracted honey. In 1923 plices {or blossom honey had been
levised dowiwards with a recornmendarion for a minir,rum price of Zs (10p) per lb. That season rhe
heather bloomed 'luxuriantly' but the bees could orly work it lntermirtently and comb was to be sold
at 4s or 5s (20p or 25p). Even at these p ces demand outstripped suppli the Committee said, and
there would be little prolit to the beekeeper. Membem rvere urged to use the S.B.A. labels on rheit
produce as a guara[tee ofexcellence to all concemed.

THE FINANCE COMMITTBE took decisions on general income and expcndicure. The Jieasurer
for some years was John Moir; berter known as the Librarian. The sums involved seem tiny: (or

exarnple, the income for 1921 showed an increasc of!4 on the year, balauccd against a decrease in
expenses of nearly !30,

In 1919 the Board ofAgriculture gave a granr ofll00 to aid in the work ofpromoting the Association:
one of its conditions was the preparation of a Register of Beekeepers anrl Hives in Scotland and this
sas undertaken by Miss Beveridge (presumably sister or daughter ofRevd.John Beveridge, President
in 1918 and one of the few surviving members of the earlier S.B.A.). She gained the necessary

information by conracting the District Food Controllers for their lists ofbeekeepers who had applied
for the wartime sugar ration; she also asked rhe County and District Secretaries for narnes and the
nurnbers o{ hives and whether these were frame hives or straw skeps; thereafter, individrrals in areas

withorLt associations werc approached. By 1922 the Census was completed as far as was possible

although lt was recognised at rhe time rhar 307o should probably be added to the 6nal ligrLres.

The Census recorded 8,971 beekeepers and 31,281 hives (unspeci6ed) in trxal, but the frgures were
given by indivitlual counq,, irlong with calculatiols of the number ofbeekeepers per square mile, the
oumber ofhives per acre, and the population of the area. [t.,r,as suggested rhat the ongoing work on
dre Census should continue under the auspices of che Propaganda Commirree. Interestingly, it was

reported chat the Norwegiao Beekeepels' Associarion intended to follow Scorland's example.



In 1920 rhc S.B.A. Ticasurcr reported an outlay ofover -050 on rhe Highland Show, held that year in
Aberdeen. T1-re 1922 Show held in Dumfries saw a mrch larger display rl-ran in previous years with 126

cntries anrl somc bcaudfLLl specimc[s of honey, inchL,-ling heather in sections. Seven demonstrations
and leclLLres were given each day in the bee rent. There were several classes for hives and appliances,
including one 'for CotttLger's use, un1clinted, Drice not to exceed 35 shillings' (!1.75). The honey classes
generally demanded 6 jars or 6 secrions; rhere were classes for rvax, for proclucts made with dre aid oI
lroney '(recipe to be attached)'; and for 'a drplal of honel in anl form, staged in .1 sDace 3 ft x j ft, helght

from table not exceedmg 4 /t'. Tl-re ladies clid rarher well, prlzewinners included Miss P E. Mackenzie,
Dumfries; Mrs A. McGeorge, Tortl-rerwold; and Miss Rachel Munro, Dufftown.

LEGISLATION & DISEASES COMMiTTEE - Ttrc qtrcstioLr ol lcgishting rLr prs t'rr the sprerd oi
1..-c .liscascs hal L,ccn ongoing o cLr lrcfir-c thc r,nsct oi lslc oi Wi.ght Dis.'as.'. LcgisleuLrn lor Irel:rncL

hrd lreen p,rssc.] Ln 1905, alrhorrgh Lt hed bccn too ca l to irclu.lc 'lo\\", encl nruncrLrrrs l.eeleepers
Ln L.oth Engien.l an.l ScodaLrd oiFr:css.'.1 rcgrct thit thc\'\\'crc (-r.lrr.1cJ irom such b.'nelirs. Oler rhe
.ucceeJing \eers, irrretrfLs to ol-rtlin sLr.h lcgisLrnon tor Circer Briteio rs rr *hole lere hLrrlr Jel,:rreJ.
The c,Irrr,,r er.r rur |led on Lhr,rughc,LLt Lht'\\'er v.ars xll,:l.orltillueLl Lherel]lier:,:lr^its uere pre]r[reJ
,rnJ l-.resenteJ,.1e1,uratioos Lrlk.d to rari(r Lrs ,rfhc irl L.oJ i.'s, impr,rvcnlL'l1ts, ilul.rrLlllerlts .urLl re\,is1.nl-\

were Jis.ussed. l1r S,:r.d.rnil oPpoll(-ras (rf l('gishaioLr rv.-rr' .l,.LL-ious oi e l)iraiorl-\'iJe Bill tLue t,. rhe
e .inirrv rrnJ seeltingh unlirnlte.l fLrriers FrolNS.J t'Lrr the rmpecrLrr.r en.l rhe l,rck of^l\ nen.i(,rr
oi their pecilic ryrlih.ir.iol1s. ltle11 more perlir]e11t \r'r1s tirc .lLr.sLio1l i1s to ri,ho toulcl l.e rLlrJucring
their tr:rinin!, ler aLrne i,.suLng the esseltiJ.erriii.it(-s Lrn colr!.htioo. Ther."rere aJ.litlonrL lerrs
oi unwrlrrlreJ inlerlirence iiom LLrndoo rn.1 d1t- .\pcrs(' oi rhc cx[rrn.]e.1 L.rrrearLcrec\ requireJ to

Sorne beekeef.ers ol llrcdl .-g.ri.n&,', in.lLrding e fi-rv iir)rrr ScotLenri, camc togcrhcl io'fhc Br-c f)tfence
LerqLLe rLr o1--1.651' 1[q l9]l Bill enJ reain in l9l4 \\,hcn 1cr lnorhcr Lrrot-rosrlcemc tiom thc \'linisrlv
Lrf AgLicukurt-. hr summoning thc I-cagur: to trkc ection irgirin, the EJitor oI thc BcckccFcrs' Ci.1:ctr.

a lrost ,ql,,r'l,lrs f(hr. \Ii coa[] crcn uclcornc alor/rer llill firr tlr., orjornrent ofsrri_/r corrlcrtnccs, cad loo,l
/il/ruship. anrl Jctcrnrirurion dr).1 fll?1, ,rs .ll1r?.r.r'is.J thc ldsr ,nc.'

ln 19.1.1 ir-gislrriLrn rvrs t-.asse.l ill EnglanJ er.l Valcsr rcslronsrbiLitr iil r.lminisrcrLng thc- Ortlcr
\\,ils gilen to thc \linisrll Lrf.AgricLrlrur(-. Fjshcrlcs rnJ Foocl. .At thrs p,:rint, ScodenJ\ I,eekeef-ers

\\,.'rc givcn lr firthcr ol.|ortunit-v tLr prcscnr thcir r,icrvs ln thc s,.rbjcct L.Lrt tbc sirurtion rcmaiocd
Lurr(-solr.d t'irl anothcr t\rc)rr\.lrcius o so. Elcntuull; it urs rlcci.lcJ to rsk lil iur cxpansioLr oi rlrr-

Collcgc A.ivisorl Sclviccs rogcthcr sirh gcnenl bcckcq.rng art,jcc iuil .ducraion. lr vxs nLrt Lllril
rht- LressLn.g oiThi- Rccs.A.ct, 19.q0 g'hich g'as rcr:eptcLl br Scottjsh l.cckccfcls bcceusc oi rhc rhLcat
olr-rrrLresisinlictiontirrtrcsp,rnsiL.llinlornofiiixblchecJjserrc(trsprsseJtothcthcr)f).pertmcllt
oi Agriculturc tor Scc,tlenJ.

L)thcr rrcrs oi lceisIrtron cxcrcising rhc (hmmjrtce's rttcntj(m inchr(lcli $e lu[.clling oi imFc,r'tc.]

a cixLlsc on honcl in the \lerehun.litc Nlrrlrs .\r:t jn orilcr to fr.rt('cr th( houc plcxluct. Although
iirrdrcr rcprcscntarions lcrc maJc, thc nlrttcr took jts tinre rr, lrc rcsc,lvccl en.l cv.'nnLrl\' fhc Or.1.'r'

in CoLLocil rcqLriring thc markrng oi honcy' inrpoltcJ into thc LhitcJ King.l.,m crr,r. rlL,r,rper-rLLrrr
on l3'" lenuen 1929.

L



ln 1939 The Legislation Comn tree was concerned about the recenriy passed Food & Drugs Act wl.rich
included a section goveming the composition and sale of hone1,. lt recommended that an approach
should be made to the Minister ofHealth to establish a legal deinirion for honey anc{ proposed a form
of r.r,ording to be pur ro him.

Thatycar there were also concerns about the serious increase ofbr-acken throughout the Highlands to
rhe detrirnent of rl-re headrer and the fact that, while the government grants were helpftrl, they were
insuflicient for rhe problem. It was decided the S.B.A. should approach the newly-appoinred Minlsrer
on the matter

The peremrial quesrion regarding the iegal ownership of swarms and whether the owner of dre hive
trom which thc bees had swarmed had the right to follow them looked like being rcsolved once and for
all as a case rvas actually before the Court of Appcal. However, tl-re Convener's report on this ended
'Condititmdl ledee to dpf)eal Io the HouJe of Lortls has been gruen'. lt would seem that no appeal was
nade thereafter as the beekeeping press remained silent on the matter Although the judgment given
referred only to England and \(/ales, it caused considerable ar-rxiety itr Scotland.

EDUCATION COMMITTEE , tnJuly 1916 a new Commirtee ro oversee Educarion rvas appoinred,
\irh insttuclions to consider the question ofexaminations for beekeepers. It was asked to formulate a

rcheme and advise the Council as to procedure at the next meeting. By October the Clnnmittee had
Jrau,n up a scheme and recommended that it should l:e submited ro rhe Board of AgricrLlture for
.onsidention.

In ]anuary 1918 the Convener, Revtl. John Bevcridge, reported to Council that a meeting had raken
tlace between representatives of rhe three Collcges (ofAgricukure) and the S.B.A. on the subjecr o{
e\aminations in beekeeping. lt had becorne evident drat the Colleges did not akogetl-rer favour thc
iiea of uniting with the S.B.A. on this scherne. Afrer much discussion, Council decided thar rhe time
had corne for independent action and the Comrnittcc wes then charged with drawing up a schedule
oi examinations to be run by the Association alone. By JLrne 1918 ir was ready ro be launched. The
A.G.M. oI1919 was rold rhat tl-re first examirations had been held.

Specinens of the certifcates Ior 'The Beemaster' and 'The Experr Beemaster', devised and dr-awn
up by J. Langlands, architect, of Dulrdee, were rnuch adnired and a provisional list of examiners was
made. The Highland Show of 1919, the 6rst to be held after the \X/aq rvas blessed with near-pelfect
rr eather; the S.B.A. held its annual exhibition therei and many beekeepers took their exatnlna[ons - a
noriceable feature being the number ofladies who came forward ro be tested.

Three years lareq rhe 1922 A.G.M. was told rhat wl-rerever 5 candidates from any one disrrict had
applied, an cxaminer would be appointed to test them in their own arca. There were currently 14
candidates awairing examination for Honey Judge, 8 for Expert Beemaster and 12 {or Beemaster Up
ro that date the total number ofcertificates achieved an,ounted to 25 for Honey Judge, 65 Expert and
196 for the Beemaster. Later that year, after another season ofexaminarions. over J00 certifcates hacl
been awarded, rhe average candidate having been a beekeeper.for 11 years, with 6 stocks ofbees.

h-SURANCE COMMITTEts. The S.B.A., ir is saiJ, \,rs thc tioneer rn BritaLn r.irh regar.l ro
:rr.ur.ln.c lor beckeeL.crs. Schcmes $ere.erleinlrj l-rn)poscd atJ alrhorrgh a Cooulitree is nientioncJ
:r l lll ir is anorher r\\'o vc.rrs Lelore rhere is eyiJcrrcc oi.l CorN ercr reporrrng to dte A(iirl.
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Brclcc!.crs'liahiiirl'uas secmingh'e clruse lbr conccrn sincc the sublect rirme rrf carl_r in i91l: A
/rrrthrr Jlscrrsslon trlk pla.r' it s'as ttrrreil, 'ri:garJilg insuance /o, b.r/icrl.1.rs agahrst /rabllrry /rrr Jarroge
..lls.J b1 rheir'bres. the sr/Lenre lrroposul bcing ro irxrrt for tire sunr ol lJ per lLirc, rL'nh a .rrLini:rnufi t)l
6.1 (1.51)). This *ns unrmimorrsl-r' .rJopted alrcl ss.cral s!-.-ekers etqrha"iseJ thr: ncccssLtl for this
insurente. ar tho themsch-cs ha.l haJ somc vcr\'rra]ro\! cscapes Lhe previrxrs year:

Th.'srrL.ject urrs brought rrp rgein in Jrnrrar'1, I911. Holo'cr, in 192,1 I schene was launchr'.l l,hich
pnl lJcJ lnJl irhrrrl bcckeeler s t ith instrrancc agairNt 6rc, rhel:1, lo-rs clue to Foul RrooLl ancl c)airrs L1,

Thircl Partlcs l.ccrrrrse ofstings: the premirrnr l as ls (10!.) fLrr LrLre srLrck alJ ,{J (2p) lir each ar]rlitional
lult r,r tt,,ck. The eJverrisemc'nr errrlcil h1' stuting, 'l /us insrooncc onlr_ cot,crs brcs in nLrtahlc Cornb
Hnes. :\ iel lerrrs later simjLrr rcrms werc rnnr,rrnccrl irlthough thc Frerr(un-i hiJ been redLrccJ tLr lcl

1:tr stotk t ith l het u er c llc\cr ihed xs 'N, halnpcnn{ .onJltiirns' el),.1 u irh AJdirllrrol aJr antrrgcs'.

Frorn Lirl,:'to tinr. thc ternr.! uerc -.light\ chan.geJ rrn,l cnnre ro rncludc rhc pror'isiLtn oi insrrrence
rgrlilrst Ii)Lrl BrooLl on r LLrck h:rsis so,r,i ro enrhle rssociirrirrnr to Lrrovtlc corDpensrrtion lirr all their
rIernL-(rr nnJ n) encor)rirge Lreckecpcrs to rrake an car'\,rcpolt of eln,sigl)s oi.liselrse.

BEEKEEPING FOR WOMEN. this C,,rnrnittcir \\'rs scr Lrf .lurins l9l0'll u,idr Lr.i,Srrlve.sen
e' Cl,rnrr:ncl anJ \,Irs ]. E. P Robtrrson rs Vicc-Con\.ncr Ihtir ohjcctle lrs ro ofiir r.lvict ro.l

gave the t'irst lecture, speaking on 'The Value of Honey', Ms J. E I Robarsrh r. 01 rlt. i4r of.A6

a lecturc wlrich, the report said, 'sho{red mrch prepdrtltian gt'|t1J of beellel)e$ dt Caue:sie' 1927

dnd exf'erience - moreaqer, thnse who +t:ere present were

delighted with her charming brogle.' Much discussion folloted and it was hoped her paper rvould be
printed. The next day Mrs Robertson presided over 'ladies Da1' when Miss Pratt, Miss Flower, Miss
Milne and Mrs Edgell were the lecturers and Mrs Anderson, wife of Dr John Anclerson ofAberdeen,
gave the vote of thaDks.

Horveveq rl-re Revd. John Beveridge writing in 19,10 considered the situation had been very different
some 50 years before when wornen were not as knowledgeable or expected ro have much practical
experience aboul bees. Was this memorl an accurate oneJ Their names might not have appeared
among the S.B.A.Oflice Bearem very often in the earl\, days brLr they were certainly alouncl. Whether
Miss Beveridge was a sister or a daughter to the Revd. John Beveridge is unclear blrt she was appoinred
as Gelleral Secretary in 1920 as well as Registrar for the census ofbeekeepers.

'\Xt'ornen are to be four-rd as S.B.A. members, as successful candidates at every level ofthe exarninatio[s
and as plize,winnels at the major shows. They are listed as Association Secrera es and as Preside[ts;
they ga\.e lectures, l-re1d demonstrations, took their place on the Commlrtees, wrote articles for
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assistance to members o{ the \!'omen's Rural Instftute
and orhel women's olganisations that mighr wish to
have lectures and practical demonstations, and to give
guidance to those thinking to start in beekeeping or ro
extend their knowledge. It did rnuch good rvork bur was

dispensed with in 7921 'cts the ladies were equalll ehgible

ai the ather .ammittees'. Co-incidentally or not, that year

the S.B.A. elected its 6rst 'Lariy Presidenr', Mrs J. E. P

Robcrtson of Edinburgh.

hr 1929 at dre 7dr National Honey Show in London she

-



rhe bcckeeping press altd pamphlers for rhe S.B.A. Mrs M. M. Hooper conrributed her column'To
Begrnnerr'for The Scortish Beekeeper over a renurkable 25 years, from Jaluary 1930 ro December
1954, stirring up controversy at times: she was fiom Glamorgan and was thoughr sometimes to be orrt
of tunc u,irh Scortish nceds.

The apialist to Mr \I/ood ofGlassel, the generous betre{ack)r ro Scotish beekeeping, was Miss N. M.
Robinson who was an S.B.A. Honey Judge, as were one or rrvo orhers. Also in Aberdeenshire rvas Mrs
Farqulrar, described as 'competent and successt'u/', who was pro:ninent in the developmenr ofbeekeeping
in the area, being Distric! Secretar)', a Tourlng Experr and a member ofCouncil. For a shorr time she
rvas in charge of the Craibstone apiilry and assisted Dr John Rennie in his researches into 'lo\U'. As
rvell as Mrs Farquhar there was Elsie Harvey, a laboratory assisranr, and she is credited with being the
6rst person to actually sce rhe as-yet unidentilied rracheal mite akhough she played no ftrrther part
in its identincation.

Houever Miss Margaret Logan was unique in he1 appoilltment as a Junior Lecturer in Beekeeping
ro rhe North of Scotland Collegc of Agriculture rvhich was announced in January 1938. Her book,
'BeeLeeping. Craft and Hobby', co-authored with A. R. Cumming of rhe Invcn, ess Associariol, was
published in 1950. When Miss Logan died she lefr her collection ofbeekeeping books ro the S.B.A.

.llrhough many items writtcn by Scots rvomen appeared in rhe magazine, they seem a little chary
of l,riring actual booksJ apart from Margarer Logan - unless they, ars hi6i.* ,,r.tr .u$orship behind
inirials rather thdn giving their Christian nanes, a pracrice Iollowed lry u,omen authors in other 6elds.
\liss Stirling Craham was ofa much earlierera: a rvell-knor+r, figure in Edinburgh society she translated
de Gelieu\ book 'The Bee Preserver' in 1829 and a second edirion was published in 1876. She kept bees,
or radter her gardener lookerl afrel them, at her house outside Dundee and rvas a founcler member and

firrr,ne!s,rf lllc Easl of ScotlanJ Associrtron.

Alie Bctrs was adcled to rhe list ofHonorary Associares of rhe S.B.A. in 1922. h is not so rnuch for her
o\rn writings that she is remembired but for the nvenry years ftt'rm 1929 rhat she rvas Editttr ofBee \)Uorld.

This magazine had been sritrred in 1919 in conjuncrion with afl associarioo ofbeekeepers called Thc Apis
Club wl,ich hacl an international flavour \I/lrc[ Anrie Bets resigned due to almosr toraldeafness her place
sas raken by Eva Cmne who piayed such an important role in the Bee Research Associarion (later ro be
LB.R.A.), founded nr 1949. The fullowing year Eva Crare was in Scorland as 'The 'Iolnrrg ltctwer' a:nd
risited $ix location$ during one week in Octobcr Abercleen, Dundee, Cupa1 Edinburgh, Glasgow ancl A1,r.

She sgrke on 'Neu, Discolcflies i,r Becl€eping', scemingly gir.ing dre same talk each time.

Moir Library

One of rhe 6rsr objectives to be pursuctl by the newly formed S.B.A- relared to the library of
beekeeping books. John Moir, the rnan charged with raking rhis on, was a fouuder mcmber and an
early Chairman of the Council and Tleasurer but it is as the crearor of the library thar norv bears
his narne that lre is remembcred. He began almost immediarely, as he recalled, by buying a few old
books on bees and a couple ofnewer norksr rhen, on l0th January 1913 he lrought 8 lrooks. By the
cnd oI rhe year he had boughr 34 books at a cosr of!l 8s 7d (I3.42p). Having starred purchasing he
conlinued with the grealesr enthusiasm and the collcction grerv apace. The follorving yeaa 1914, he
a.lded 99 books ar a total costofi6 l4slld.Theyearafterirrvasl2Tbookscosting!j03s2dand
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Ln 1916, he spent llC 10" on 61 r'olunres. It r."rrs ar thjs point, rfien thc l-ibrarv nuinlrcreLl()\'el lLl0
!olulles. tltilt he LlorrateLlit .o the S.ll.A. ilrhoLrgh he conrinrreLl ro nraint.rn it in his ou,l hoLrst rrnd

to :1ct irs Lil-rrlirian. FrLrnr the r erl beginnirg, menrhcrs wcrc en.oLrrlgcJ to rrdkc Lrsc of rhe h{x)ks.

Each year saw rhe collection increasing in size andJol-rn
Moir paid {or all the books himself until 1911. \fll.ren
he found tl-re expense becoming more than he could
afford ire was adept at persuading beekeepers and orhers
either to do[ate rtems or !o contribute to the cost oI
purcl-rases. Ar rhls point rhe S.B.A. started to make him
an annual grant ofl10.

]ol-rn Moir also corresponded with Messrs Dadant and
sent rhem some early bee books, un$ anted dtpilcates
and so oo, ald reccived in exchange a number of
Aureriran rorks. 81 192.1 hc !ri.c il)le ro esscrr: 'lr fias I,]1, \j,,ir
bccrr srriri our lihrarl ls sccord rrl norc, .\.drhl ,re l]riri/)

11 r/resc anri olhdr pldri.dlrons frorn rhe UrriteLi -\rutcs anJ Crrnorla uhi./r.rrr lihrail posscsscs'Ile rrlso

to ex.hxlrge \\'ilh olller liLrrries. ln.1.-eil, it tas the rnagn:ines thxt ciune to l-re reilirrdeJ as one of rhe
tlo.!t lnlportrnt irspeats oi the Lihrarr,.

hrrrm r-ri this b], nos' c elcl.r ure.1 collcctir,n untl rn l916 irn lrglccrlrcnt \\as rcachcJ tith Etlirl.rrrqh PLLI)lic

l9l9 to the EJinhur gh ( )irv Libra4 tn (ieorgc lV Brirlge. John \l,ir JieJ r ilrv nrontlrs latcr:

Sincc drcl, drc LiLrral Lra.s hetn adminisrtrcd br a fartlersh4, oirlrt S.B.:\. Librarv Convcncl anrl
r (rttircJ) staft rrctlhct oI tlrr: Crtv Lihradcs rvho prcparc' the hrrrks lirr l-.orrorving. An:r:ingl1 in ell
Lllxc rears tltrc havc htcn,rnlt tlrrc,-'L. P L. stailnltnrhcrs Mr (1. S. ir{hto uho was essigrlcd as alr
rssist,tnr to John Moit rl 19l5 and cLntiru,-'cl uotking tirr tlrr: lrlrir Lihran'for men-v -vcars rircrcet'ier;
lrliss Cathcrinc DicksLnr \\ho \,as \\,rlh Mr Nlinro lil e rlhih ancl rhcn *,orktcl rrr rhc Libran Lrnril L99l
u,htn shc rctircd thnrLrgh il1 hcalth; enJ Nliss Fral)ccs S.ott *ho r(xrk or cr at rhet juncnrrc. Thcrc hrr-c
bccu rethcr rlorr in th. n-r ofConrcnrrs but, r!cn so, Lhc\ bercl,r rnustcr rhc proverhirl henJful.

The Libren conrinrrer t,, gr,ll l.Lrt prrh,rl-.ly nor.rt clLrire rhe s.rmc rerc as in John Moir's rirue. Books
h:le been pLrrchrr"eJ. rrrhers &rnrreJ, still others heve conre as thc rL:sLrlt,rf1..,1 ,,.r., , ,rnrrrrrr\ .l

silgle copt, oisorrrefhing excepriourLl or an enrile collectlrn *rrch os thet,rl Dl Tinncna \\hLr \r:1s iiil
ExeeLrtjve merrbet tirr ahrosr l0 ve;rrs :rnd Li1-.ran Convencr lirr manl of thcnl. .{ftcr his .lcath in
19(r7. his collection oil.eekeeping l.ooks rrrrs ,rflcreJ rrr rhc S.B.A. and a spcciaiLoolpletr \\,ils cr.ilteLl
for rheur.

'l ire M,rir..re)'e.l ,rn George IV Briclge rurtil 1991rvhen it uar prclteJ up enLl reken across tht cit1, tLr

Ile re-houserl irr dre !oLLiltenlhri.Lge PLrbLic Librar_v. The reuroval ua" organiseJ antl cerric,.l rhrough by

S.B.A. nd Loc:rl Assoclitiorl memLrers. At -roure loinr l)i()r to.hrs ()ver 100 hooks consirlcrcil ro bc
parri.LLIrr\' rlrrc or velrral.l.' he.l heen taken ,r1[ rhe sheiles r,r l.e kept irl secure stor.rgej irlthough rhcl

re
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werc sriLl availabie for menlbcrs to read. Howcver, in 2002 the S.B.A., while reraining the ownership,
pLr! lhose books on long loan ro rhe National Libraty o{ Scodancl (N.L.S.) where rhey are caralogued
as lhe 'Morl Rdre BooLs' (M.R.B.); a further haodlirl joined rhem reccntly. The 250 books fonning the
\4.R.B. are available to be rcacl on site under N.L.S, conditions.

The Colleges of Agriculture

G. V Avery's appoincmenr in 191 1 as Lecturer in Beekeeping at the Edinburgh
& East of Scotland College c'rf Agriculture was the 6rst to be made irnd, with
the e[couragement of Principal McCallurn, he plal,ed a vital role iu the
formation o[the S.B.A. Robert Steele was appointed to assisr him in covering
the lorrhern part of the area. A Leekeeping department was set up in tl-re

Nordrern College of Agricukure nr 1915 and John Anderson took charge.
Meanrime J, Tinslel,, 6rst class Expert ofthe B.B,K.A., was the Lecturcr at rhe

\fest of Scotland College. By 1924 all three Colleges mustered a sraff of t*,o
and nurnbers then increased further, thanks to the representations made by

the S.B.A. who alwals endeavoured to mainrain friendly relations with the
Colleges, while pressing for high srandards of academic attalmnent for the
stal{, allied to scientilic training and laborarory. experience.

The College Lecturers held classes, lectures and practical demonstLations throughor.rt Scotland,
rvherever and whenevet there was a demand, For exarnple, the Vest of Scotland College was
adverrising a 'Shon Practicdl Cuise in Beekeeping' to be held at the Auchincruive Apiary over rhree
days in July l9Z8; the fee was !l - or 7s 6d (37.5p) for one day's instruction. Alongside rhis aspect of
their work chey contributed rvidely to the literature of beekeeping, wl, ethcr by single page bulletins,
short pamphlets or full-length books. By 1917 ir was announced that the Board of Agriculture for
Scotlan.l had agreed that all Colleges would granr certiflcates in beekeeping although rhe question of
practical certificates by the S.B.A. was at that point still under consicleration. The following year the
S.B.A. had formuiated its exams for Beemaster and Expert Beemaster Cerriflcates and hcld the 6rst
examinatiotrs (see Education Committee for details).

lmmediarcly after the endirg of rhe 1914- l8 War, each Gllege was ordered ro set up an apiarl conraining
50 color,ies to assGt in lhe rescocking plogranrnre after the ravages of'lo\ /' and Foul Brood. Nucleus
srocks with fertile queens werc to be sold to beckeepers at a uniform price of 10s (50p) pcr comb. An
experienced beekeeper was ro be appointed as the apiarist at each College. Some research was also
carriecl on into matters such as rlre efEcacy of the native honey bee meastrred against impotred bees
and the many and varied treatments put forward as cures for'IoV'.

The Lrcturers liaised between Governmenr, che S.B.A. and the beekeepen of Scotland. The North
ofScotland's Report for 1922-3 nored dre Lecturer had given 131 lectures and demonscratiolls wirh
a total attendance of 4,343 and that he had paid 273 visits to advise or assisr beekeepcrs. A large
number ofbees had been examined under the microscope for Acarapis woodii and many reports made
and given. It rvas hardly surprising ro 6nd thar in his ef(orrs ro cope with rhe burden ofinsrrucrion rhe
previous summerJohn Anderson overtaxed his strength and was offwork for several weeks.

The advisory service was grirdually expanded: by 1958 there u,ere some 25 beekeeping advisers and
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1-.ack-up stait emplovc.l bcnvccn thc thrcc Collcges. In additron, a Beekeeping Researcir Deparolcnt
\\'!s sel uf in the North College rvirh an official S.B.A. microscopist and its own apiarist. During this
period the Scortish ad\'isory- selvice was rhe envy of tlre rcst of Britain, if not of \flestern Eur.rfc.
Holeveq nrajor changes in egricultural practices rn the micl-1950's c:rusecl the govcrning [.odics ofrhc
Colleges ro ciiverr lirnl1s inro what thel considcre.l rnrre viable blarrcht's offanning antl arvay from thc
services ailned at arnateur horticLrltule, small-scale poultry keepir-rg an.l beekeefing. Posts wcrc rarcly
6lle.l when steilt eor ccl and et the West College in l97 Z it rr,as the hor ticrrltrrral advisels r,ho rook ovcr
the responsibilitv lor [.cekeeprng ailvice rn theit respectile areas: u,hen the ]ast beekeel.ing lccturcr lD

thc Edinburgh & East o{ ScotlalJ (].rllege retircd h 19?6, the (lollegc :r}-.iary \rr'es d jsbande Ll. V,'rth rhc
slorv denrise oi drese DepalLlnents a lluge alnount of Leekeelring expertise was lost.

Tlre S.B.A. ofren erpresseJ genlrinr- appreciari()n ofrhe /rllrlLl dntL Ltitrmoniolts rellriorts'with rhc
College Lecturers and l,.elelited greatly lrorn dreir itput. Coliege lecturen acred as honev juLlgcs at
slrows as well as giving talks and practical e\hibitions at thern; rhe1,lrel]uenrl) rnallc'the arrangemcnts
tirr the Quarrerly Meetings of rhe S.B.A.'s Executi|e Council (which at rhat point rr r,c'd rr,uncl dre
counrry) :rnd providecl the laciliries lbr dreru; rhey proJuced ropical leallers al,J parrqrhlets rvirhout
nurber :rnd *,rore countless alticles tbr The Scottish Beekeeperi onL' serve.l irLs an early Chairrnan oI
rhe S.B.A. Execlrrive while anorheq afler d1e tiLle was chlnge.l, was elected as Presi,:lenr anLl three
took on tl\e Editorship oI d1e maga:ine at difiirent tirnes.

The Scottish Beekeeper

Although a {ortnightly magazine called The Scottish Beekeeper had been published at rhe end of the
19th century it was not until 192,+ that the present S.B.A. resolved to publish its own magazine undel
the samc title. A few years before, a similar decision had been taken; title (not the one eventually
chosen) and liont cover had been agreed but the printer then pulled out on account of the increases

in the costs olprinting and of paper, so that particular scheme came to nothing. However, on 31"'May
1924 it was decided to try again and The Scottish Beekeeper made its debut a few rveeks late! in time
to be distributed at the Highland & Agricultural Show which was held that year in mid-July. ft was

accorded a genial reception by The Beekeepers' Gazette, 'We cordialll welcome the first number of Tlv
Scottish BeeJceeper', wrote the Editor Revd. J. Digges, ' - . . rhe S.B.A., aluals pc'sitiue cnd enlefirising, is

to be most warmll congtattlatetl upon the contenrs and stlle of irs netl p aper, for which we wish d prcsperc'1.ts

career . . . Welcome Scot[iJh Beei(eeper] and the best of luck to ytt.'

The good luck message must have had its effec!: the Scottish Beekeeper has kept going fiom that day
ro this, despite the marry difficulties ir l-ras faced over the years.

S.B.A. President, Henry Crornbie took on rhe Edirorship. ln thc 6rst issue he wrote:

'Tht ahn is that the paper be instructiue, etlucatiue antl interestirg and this can best be accomplished b1 a
untted ffirq b1 constructiue, nc't destrrcriee criticism, ond by lolal sttpptrt.' He appealed ro members to
not only consider it as their rnagazine but to rnake it their own as wcll and, he continrLed, 'his mtended

ta keep members in tauch with tht schemes arul dctiqities of the execLLtitte b1 month\ reports, and so lead them
ta rcalise haw much has been and is being dcme cn their beh,tlf b1 ladies ond gentLemen wlo lu'Le tLngrldgingll
giten tf their time, thotLght and ercrgl fc'r tl:'r' good of their Fellc'ru.Beeheepers.'

t2



Those early issues of the magazine had an attractive, unmistakably Scottish cover Inside could be
lbund a wide-ranging mix of leading articles by some of rhe College lecturers, reports'From All Pats',
nervs from Local Associations, columns directed to 'Beginners'and 'Girl G ides dnd Bo) Scouts', rhe
S.B.A.'s monthly report, Lrtters to the Editor, Questions & Answers
and rnuch, much more. It was on sale for ld (1.5p) per copy.

The advertisemencs make for interesting reading. Ladies l,alking shoes

seruibly bnt atttocti:el1 cotutnLcted', pictured, and priced at 12s 6d
(62.5p) from A.THogg ofStrathmiglo, Perth; \ilB,C. hives, complete
uith shallow frarnes or sections, 41s (f2.05); and Steele & Brodie's
adverr for 'HIVES AND APPLIANCES, Of cuery Descriptton, und to

suir all rcquirements. PRICES and QUALITY right'. A year or so later it
was men's shoes tl-rat were shown costing 22s 6d (!1.12) from Norwells
Perrh Forrtwear Ltd., and pure wool blankets, advertised at {2s (!2.10)
rhe paiq carriage paid. The costs of placrrg an advertisemert per

issrie were given as: whole page !2 2s, halfpago 1"1 5s, one-thir.l page

!i, quarter page 17s 6d (87p);with a iOo/o cliscorrnt on orders for 12

6sues coelr, 16! rsre o,

For many years the actual size of the magazine was larger rhan today's T,'e s'otr6h Beeleeler

A5 and the rwo-column format was only introduced in the late 1980s.

The covers o{ the magazine have seen a number of changes in both design, the use of colour and
now full-cover colour photography. The framewt'nk of the magazine has altered little over the years,

although information and its ptesentation has moved with the times, and it has always lived up ro irs
declared intentions.

The Fiitors have also changed but to no great cxtent: there have onb- been eleven in its history to
dare. The fust was Henry Crombie, a forrnder nrcmbcr of the S.B.A., Secretary for five years, Presidenr
1924-5 and Editor Ill health forced his rcsignation eighteen monrhs later which u,as u,hen John
ArTdcrson, ofthe North ofScotland Collcge ofAgriculture and former S.B.A. President, took over He
srayed in the post for 13 years until his sudden clcath in 1939. His son Harry succeeded him as Erlitor
but rvas called up {or military dutics soon afterwards rrrrd killed in a flying accident when only 25 yeirrs

olcl. ]arnes Cunningham of the Edinbr.rrgh nnd East of Scotland College stepped in and served from
Novernber 1940 until July '47: a colleague ftorr the Vest College, Jas. H. E Srnirh was Editor frorr
May 1965 - December 1977. Between these twrr came Robert Skillnrg (late '47 - April '65) who was
in charge ,rf the Scoctish Beekeeper for an am.zing l? years.

Some Beekeeping Personalities

'Ib pick out just a handful ofpersonalities from a casr of so many is difficult. How to ch<xe berween
themJ Civen such a challenge it will not be too surprising rhar the spotlighr has fallen on some of those
rvho were involved in the early days of rhe Associarion, as rhey creared rhe foundations on which
others have built and their frarnework has stood rhe rest oftime,

I
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G. W. AVERY was considered by his contemporaries co be che S.B.A.'s'Foln ing Father'. His iureresr
in beekeeping had started in childhood when he was cncouraged by a neighbouq a maiden lady, who



lent him books on the subject. He successftrlly transferred some o{his fadrer's skep bees into rnoveable
frame hivcs and introduced an Italian queen into one of rhem. He spent much of his lifc as a farmer
in various Engllsh locations, evehtually moving to Curnberland where he set up a largc apiary From
1900 onwards he took an active inrerest in the fornrarion ofthe cor.u'rty's Beekeeping Association and
becarne its '?ruring Expert', offeriDg aJvice and assisrance to local beekeepers. When thc Association's
Secretary retired due to ill health Avery 6lled thc post. Foul Brood was widespread in d,e area at
the time but under his guidance the rTumber of infected stocks exanined reduced from 28% to 3olo.

Membersl,ip increased rapidly aucl tl-re Association hecame the largesL and most successful in the U.K.
Due to Cumberland's progress, \X/'estmorlaod joined wrth drern.

It was a sad c{ay in 1911 when he left for Edinburgh ro be the 6rst Lecnlrer in Beekeeping at the College
of Agriculture there; this was a position newly-crcated in response ro rhe devastation bcilg caused
by'loV', Almost immediately he began rvorking rowards estatlishing dre national .ssociarion and
became its 6rst Secretary altl,ough he was forced ro resign shortly afterrvards os'ilig to lhe pressure

of rvork at the College wherc he sct up a rnuseum ancl an apiary for resealch and breecling purposes.

Despite his resignatior he co[ti[ucd to suppc]rt dre S.B.A. by lcctunng on rnany occasiom, holding
demonstrations ar the apiary and providing innumerahle arricles for The Scottish Beekecpcr.

Vhco advising beginners. Avery considered rhe best beekeeping planrs rc be whire clovcr and lreather,
seeing it was rare for both sourccs to fail in the sanre season. He also Iisred raspberry and srrarvberrl,,
wild rnustatd, ftuit blossorn such as apple, culran! and goosebeul together with sycamo:e and lirne.
One trend obviously puzzled him. Writing iT 1924 he sald: 'V/e haoe toticed that there is an urcreasng
ntmber of loLks who keep bees in places src/r d:r cirJ or subtLrban garlens +uheTe there must sek)om be an-^t

chmrce of a pttling honeyJroruest . . . Beeleepers sr; sitrrared dl" perhdps ,aconsciorrs! doing a ren uorthl'
dnrl in iessmirry rhe dis tl::nce betu)een the point oflieu of rhe cirl and tht countn tlwellcr.'

He rvas a sraunch advocate of d1e native black t.leer 'ln a poor lisrricr such as Edinburgh, tle despisea

bldcks can more than hold thei't own agairur all comcrs', He thought that beekeeping had becorne roo
cornplicated and too expensive ir recent years which had acted as a clete ent to those thinking
o{ raking it up; that legisladon was recessary irr the lighr against disease; and that eL{ucation was

important but so, to an even grcater extent, was unity among beekecpers.

JOHN MOIR, an original member, an early Mce-Chairman ofthe Executive Council and Tieasurer is

best rernembered nowadays fot being responsible for the S.B.A.'s cele[Trared collection ofbeekeeptrg
literature. He had come to beekeeping by way of farming in Easr Afiica where his crops neecled bees
for pollinarion purposes.

In 1878 he and his brother Fred heeded the call of David Livingstone, became Joinr Managen of
what became known as the African Lakes Company and set sail for East Afiica. Their objectives \i.ere
to establislr new routes to the interior as a means of providing alternatives to the use of slaves as

transpott; to build depots and to trade honestly with the local people; to create empioymen! for !hem;
to assist itr exploration; and to sLlpport the missior, aries already workitg there.

They arrived at the port of Quilimane and set to work rivetting r.rp the shell of the small sreamship
called 'The Lady Nyasa' which had been shipped out in a vast number ofcrates. This crafr, some 60
ft long and l2 ft broad was flat-bottomed in order to float on as litrle water as possible and this was

intended to be rheir main means of transport as they worked their way via Blantyre and Lake Nyasa,
along the Zambezi towards TEte and Lake Thnganyika.
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Ii las a challenging time for the two men as lheir activities stirred up much opposition. In due course
ir led ro a war against the slavers and thelr allies rhar lasted for over twoyears; lhey were both seriously
n'ounded but eventtally their opponents were defeated.

Once things had calmed down John Moir took up farming in the Shir6 Highlands where crops such
as rubbel cotton and coffee were introduced - supplies of the latter comir4 ftom Edinburgh's Botanic
Garden. New fruits and food planrs were grow[. TIle local people gave John Moir the title of 'Mandela'
which referred to the twinkling o{ rhe light on his spectacles bur tlle word also came ro be found over
a wide area, symbolising fair dealing and honest treatnent.

John Moir's brother Fred wrote a book about their time in Africa called A/ter Livingstnne'. There were
periods when their wives accompanied them on their travels and Jane Moit Fred's wife, wrote a series of
letters home to their families that were subsequently collected together and published as 'A Ltdl's Ittters
frcm Cenual Africa'. She was described as 'the frstbll trauelhr h south central Afica' alld her arrival in
one village cAused astonishmentr 'The second white man is a+uoman!'they exclairned; while her husband's
beard was considered awesome, the smallness ofher waist was a fr.rrcher cause ofamazernent.

In 1900 John Moir was invalided out and sent home to recuperare in Edinburgh where he spenr his
time in charitable work and in beekeeping. ln l9J6 he rvas creared a Cornpanion of St Michael and
St George for his work in Africa some 6fty years earlier and, aged 86, travelled to London to receive
the honour.

ROBERT STEELE, founder of the lirm ofSteelc & Brodie Lrd, (suppliers ofbeekeeping equipment
and appliances) was another crriginal S.B.A. member, Chairman of rhe Council in 1916, Markets
Convener and a College Lecturer His career in beekeeping had been stimulated as a child in 1865
rhen, aged I l, an elderly aunt gavc him a skep ofbees. For a few yeats he made his own straw skeps
but after hearing about wooden hives urith cornbs thar Iifted out, he began making rhem instead, not
only for hinself but for neighbours and then for beekeepers furrher a6eld. He is generally credited
with being rhe 6rst person ir, Scotland to set up a business supplying the needs of beckeepers; at
the time there was no ready-made foundation, rro honey extractor, tro sections and appliances were
rudimentary He outgrew the space in his farher's workshop and moved rhe business !o Fremiseb in
Gauldry Fife, in about 1880 where the frm stayed For almost 20 years. Afrer a 6re destroyed his main
norkshop, extensive new premises were built at \0ormit, FiG. A ferv years later he sold rhe business
and travelled widely in Australia and New Zealand for
the sake of his health. On his return to Scorltrr,d he
was offcrcd lhe business and wlth Mr Brodie of New
Zealand hc bought it back which was when tl,e 6rrn
became Steele & Brodie. Their catalogues presented
many innovations including the earliest extractors and
their own'Wormit Hives'. Although Robert Steele left
rhe 6rm for ten years or so after joining the Beekeeping
Department of che Edinburgh &East ofScorlancl College
of Agricultr.tre, where his lecrures were considerecl to be

inspiring, and a further period oftravel, he returned to ir \r/anx $.rk' 192)

in 1922 as Managing Directot

Like his colleague G. \fl Avery Robert Steele was a 6rm believer in chc cfticacy ofthe narive black bees

as honey gatherers while giving the rninimurn arnoul t of rrouble. Altl-rough he had had Italian queens
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since rhe 1870s and continued to keep them he considered them poor at producing comb honey.

Steele & Brodie's anniversaries were usually noted in the Scottish Beekeeper, whether rhe 6rm was

being congraculated on their 'Eightl Years o/Seruice' in 1955 or their own advertisement in 1995 which
annourced'l20 )e4rs of helping beekeepers'. Sadl)', the lirm closed its doors in 1998.

Dr JOHN ANDERSON is rhe fourth in the quarlet oI original S.B.A. members and had travelled
from Stornoway, where he was Scie[ce Master at the Nicolson Insritute, to attenLl thc inaugural
neeting. L1 1915 he was appointed as rhe 6rst Lecturer io Beekeeping at the North of Scotland
College of Agriculture. Frorn the researcbes he and his students had carlied out at the Institute he

believed drat rhe ofhcial 'Caml'rridge' report of 1912 into'loriX/'was wrong in srating Noserna apis

to be the cause and that further rcsearch rvas recded. He collaborated with Dr Rennie, Lecturer in
Parasirology ar Aberdeen Universiqi and in 1916 they published a joint paper that eiisposed of the
oficial theory and ied the way to ftrrther invesdgations. Dr Rennie's proposed research project rvas

successful in securing {unding whereas his own plan to set up a breedil4 plogramme for native bees

on an isolarcd island failed. Anderson hirnself recotded rhat he l-rad takcn no further part in the work
that eventually pinpointed the cause of 'loW'as being rhe previously u[knorvn tracheal ]nite Acarapls
woodi (Renrie).

John Anderson was elecred President of the S.B.A. in 1919 and took on the posr of Editor of thc
Scottish Beekceper in 1926 despite the heavy rvork schedule at rhe College and all his orher activities.
His interesrs included research inro endoclinology but he gainerl his Ph.D. from Aberdeen in 1929

{or a thesis on 'Contribltlons ro t/te NaruralHistorl ry'tlre Hiue Bee'. He was Chairman o{the Aberdeen
District Beekcepers' Association rvith its 1600 meNbers, Honorary President of rhe Clasgorv & Districr
Beekeepers' Association and a popular lecturer and judge ar Honel
Shows rhroughout the country As an acknowle,.lgment of his research

work he was made a Fellow ofthe (lntematlonal) Apis Club and served

as its Presiclent and was also appoinred a Vice-Prcsident of the British
Association 'in recogn ition of his ualuable uotk' .

While in SrornowayJohn Andersotr invented the Nicolson Observatory
Hive and then developed the 15 liame Glen Hive thar rvas 500,6

larger than the standard type and this was rvidely adopted un.ler his

influence. He was the 6rsr person to recognise arrd to write on addled

brood, proving it was inhere[r iu the queen. He was a man of stroug
opinions and delighted in provoking a debate. Unlike Avery he alguecl

against thc introduction of legislation to combat disease and becarne

a nember of the Beekeepets' Defence League, escablished to fght any

such proposals. Unlike Avery again, he considered that commercial bee

Iarming would be perfectly feasible in Scotland as the country had its
own native bees, irs climate was generally suitable and the availability of
flora was pcrfectly adequate.

To this day DrAnderson's name is tettembered as an awardwas instituted
to hooour his memory: the I)r John Anderson Award is the S.B.A.'s

highest award which is given for exceptional service in the furtherance of
beekeepiug in Scorland and beyond. A fund was set up after his sudden

dearh in 1939 and contributions were invited. !100 was given to Dt

lli.oLon Obs.rud.oD Hi0e



,\Jerson's family and the remaining !150 was invested and the income provides for the purchase of
ie Anderson Award.

\t: W. 'WILLIE' SMITH is the frfth and 6nal 'personality' to come under the
lpotlighr. Willie Smirh arrived on the beekeeping scene rather later than the
others but as his namc is perpetuated among the beekeepers of Scotland he
cannothe omitted. Villie Smithwas a professional beekeeper, eaminghis living
irom his bees, and he created the hive lhat now carries his name. Originally
it was known as'thc TaqutLir'but lhe name was changed in recognition o{ his

He began his beekeeping after he returned frorn the Firsr r,JVorld !(/ar by
borrowing a hive from a local beekeeper, making several copies of it and buying
four stocks ofnative black bees at !5 each an enormous sum at the time. His
stocks were devasted by Acarine and by American Foul Btood; despite such
set-backs he perservered, experimenting with various management systems and
rvith assorted hives ar,d appliances, He adapted some Langstrotll hives to take
11 Brirish Standard liarnes; they were single-walled, with a top bee space anr.{

supers that held either frames or sections or a mixture of both. His model was

relatively cheap and easy to make, manipulation was straighdonlard and the parts
l-ere interchangeable. This simplified his beekeeping pracrices and in the 1930s
he became a professional beekeeper, r.rltimately run ng some 500 stocks single,
handedly, Living close to Tiaquair House, near lnnelleithan, he asked permission ro
use an inuge of the mansion's historic gates on his honcy labels and ir is said rhar
consignments of'liaquair honqr' were regularly senr to London ro be enjoyed
hy the Royal Fami\L

'Villie 
Srnith was a popular letlurer rhroughout tlle UK, always encouraging

rhe yotrng and keeping nothing back when speaking of the way he managed
his bees. By his wotk he demonstmted that commercial beekeepingwas nor only
possible in Scotland but also prolitable and worthwhile. Dr Anderson would have
been pleased to see his rheory vindicated.

i

Celebrations

Over thc years thete have been several occasions whcn.the S.B.A. has felt jusrilied in celebraring a

major evcnt in its hisory.

TIIE 25c ANNIVERSARY rvhicl.r should have fallen in 1937 seemingly passed unnoriced bur the
follorving year saw rire S.B.A. participating in rhc Empire Exhibitbn, held in Glasgow's BellahorLsron
Park frorn May ro September This cveor was recorded in rhe nragazine wlth sonre pride.

Ichad bcen rvith acertain amount ofdilidence rhar rhe S.B.A. had agreed to take parcbut the Execurive's
Jecision, conirmed by Council Meeriog, outlilled rheir objecrives as being 1) Propaganda; 2) Sale of
Scottish Honey; 3) Sale ofBeekeeping Lirerarure; anll 4) An Exhibition ofBeekceping Appliances.
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A coDrnitlcc coDsisting of the Presi,-{ent (Dr J. N. Gnnent), the Past President (A. Lirrond) and
the Secreraq, (T B. Baillie) were charged wirh ovelseeing thc necessary arrangerrents. They qLrickly
established that no Gnancial assistaDce $ould he forthconring 6om oflicial sources and that thc
estirrrate f()r a Pavilion, as dra',vn r.rp by the Exhibirion archirec, rvould be far bcyond rhe Associariods
resoLLrccs. An olLrsidc archirect and contracror rvcrc employed and the results provcd most satisfactory.
Despire tlrc Foor weather that year rruml, rs visiting the Honcy Pavilion were good and the lecrules
nell-attended.

The Secrcrary's Report thanked drc numerous hcipers who had contriblrteL{ so nuch. M:rny, he said,

had come to see thc Exhibidon ?rnd, heving grnvitateLl to tlre Pavilioo, had stayed on ro help, It
lvas their almost LL[aninlolrs verdict, he rvrote, that they uur]d not havc missed thc cxperiencc f()r
an-rthing and that nrany expressed regret uhen rhe Exhibition closed. He singled out rnosr parricularly
Mrs Shcpherd, Sccretary of the Glasgow Association, an.l hcr niece Mrs Adams for their expcrtise
and he weht on to dla[k Local Associarions {or the very great assistance so fteely given. (ust for rhe
record, Mr Shepherd was also mentioned as haviDg given'rcoman serticc'throughout the period of
the Exhihirn)n).

The estimater{ number ofvisitors t{) the Pavilion rvas 750,000; rhe nurnbcr ofjnclividull salcs reached
17,E20; :rn,"l rhe quantity o{honcy solcl was a lirde under six and a IT alf tons. This compriscLl 7,216 lbs of
l-reatl-rer hole1,, both cxtracted and sections, aud
slightly less ofclover A large numberofbooks on
beekeeping were sold, including nrany copies of
Dr ]ohlr Andersons 'Bees, Hon4 I Beekeepitrg'

tha' he cJiied .peci6cully tor the oc,ariorr.
Wher rhe exhihition closed the Pavilion had
a substantial balance to its crediti all the more
note-worthy since the huilding antl irs site hacl

cost t293, only t15 ofwhich was recouped when
sold at rhe end of rirc Exhibirion.

1949 was held in Edhburgh ro celelrr are the ? 5'r \ 8.{ Hrm ftr rla* En,nne Er/rbnio,. t eJ.3

Anniversary of The Scorri.h Beekecper Fir<
speakerc Gom around the U.K. gave rhe lectures. ,{ list oihotels in the city centre was provided, where
prices quoted for bed and breakfast rvere around 1js (75p), presumahly per pe6on. Prices at The
Caledoniar-r Hotel in Princes Sftecr, and the North British (today's Balmoral) were more expens]ve,
at 18s 6d (92p) and 21s (11.10) respectivellr As tood rarionirg was still very much a fact of life,
delegates were instructed to make their o\\'n arrangemenrs for meals and were advised to contac!
one of the restaurants, also listed, as soon as possible. The Edinburgh & Midlorhian Associarion
hosted a pre-Conference Dinnet for which rickers cost 10s each (50p). Booktrg for this was essential,
as it was for the Lord Provost's Civic Receprion the foliowing evening. Fdday afternoon saw buses

leaving for \(illie Smith's apiary ar lnnerleithan, a retum fare costing'4s dppror' (20p); alternatively,
demonstrations would be given at the College Apiaq, Nefier Liberton. Two booklets were prepared

especially for rhe Conference. One was a Scottish Beekeepers' Handbook packed with ilformation for
the beginner and experienced beekeeper alike, while the other was a book of honey recipes, costhg 6d
(2.5p), full ofuse6.rl hints for the housewife.
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The Scottish Beekeeper, rhe cause ofsuch celebrations, sported a new cover for the Conference issue,
Jesigned by the wrnner of a competition se! up for rhe purpose: 6fty live entries rvere received and
rhe design chosen depicted an enlarged honey bee sLrperimposed on a honeycomb on a golden-brown
backgrouncl witlr wlrat were termed 'appr.)priare Scrlrdsh enrblems rurought into the design' . The 'Leaclrng
Article'points or.Lr thar this was rhe J001h issue and that rnonrh by month for 25 years tlle magazine
harl been providing beekeepers both at home and abroad with a constant flow ofnews and much sound
practical advice. The three previous Editors were rvarmly praised but, it continued, rhe real credit for
the magazinc's ongolng success must go to rhe hosr of beekeepers who so willingly supplied it with
news oflheir experiences, both good and bad, of local events, their views on current concerns aDd so
much morc. The follou,ing month the Editorial paid tribute to'the regulars' - rhose who wrote their
contributions cl,e+'momh: Mrs M. M. Hooper and her irrticle'1b Beginaers'was especially mentioned
as rvere the two beekeepers who had conducred 'Qustion Time' over the ),ears. Pasr Prcsident A-
Limond had been behind 'From ,AIl Parcs' until hc was given his ot'n column headed 'Trpicul Nores'.

Those who tralslared pieces from foreign journals were thanked, as were Local Association Secretarics
for seuding in news of association activities; {inally, Herald Press of Arbroarh received thanks, most
especially for tlleir help during the years ofpaper shortages during the Var.

THE 5 0'1' ANNI\,'ERSARY of the S.B.A.'s {oundLng was marked in 1962 by a Jubiiee Field Day olr Saturday,
30'[ June. The day's programme consisted of visirs to Mr Kirkwood's Honey Farm a few milcs crutside

Blaitgowrie and a .lemonsffation on bees at the raspberries at Carsi some miles away; a Civic Receprion in
the Art Gallery Perth; and rhe day frnishecl rvith a Celebration Dinner in York House. Mericulous planning
\\'as necessary in Betting buses and cars to their vartxu destinations exacdy on schedule, all the more so
since stmc of the roads were extremely narow. A lrarrlxrt c'rlrlooiio'was involved in supcrvising the
parking for cars and guiding the delegates inro rhe buscs w.hich rook rhem ro rhe Honey Fann and back, ar
thc Farm a 'rr'mhg conrrciizr' erxured that parties kept to rheir stipuhted times.

Both 1949 and 1962 allorved{or a certain amount oF'iooLing 6acl' and recording of mernorics rhor,rgh,
equall),, rhere was a strong motif of looking ft) the futlrre. However, sornehow or other, the 75,1,

Anniversary passed unnoticed but rhis omissioo wils more than rectifed with a Conference held rn
conjunction with dre British lsles Bee Breeders Association (B.I.B.B.A.) in St Andrews University
over a weekencl in Septernber 1992. Accormlodarion atrd meals were provided in Mclntosh Hall and
lecrurcs on rhe Saturday and Sunday were t1 a reccndy,upgraded lecture theatre whcrc rhere was
everything rhar current tcchnology coulcl providc. Tiade stands and the honey show were elsewhere
in the same building. A choice of activities was on offer for the Saturday afternoon: a workshop on
morphonrctry, a rcur of the towns Botanic Garclens with a look at their beehives or else a visit ro an
inceresring rvalled garden in Gateside where there rvere bee boles holding skeps. Saturday cnded rvith
rhe Annilersary Dinner followed by Scortish Country Dancing. A posr-Conference rour wirh visits
o Heothcr Hills Honey Farm at Bridge ofCally and Bells Heather Garden, Perth rvas on offer for the
Monda1,.
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From the Author

The reports of all these events, quite apart from l,riting up the more serious, educational side of
such conferences, stress the conviviality and good-{ellowship that prevails whenever beekeepers are

gathered togerher It is rherefore with high hopes that the S.B.A., again in conjunction with B.l.B.B.A.,
amives at the Association's Centenary Celebration Conlerence.

The venue is Stirling Management Centre, Nithin the extensive grounds oI the University ofStirling,
during 15'r'to 16'r'September, 2012. A programme has been arrangcd which is intended to provide
for beekeepers and non-beekeepers alike. There will be lcctures, trade stands, displays, workshops

and demonstrations, exhibits by the Local Associations and an optional post-conference outing. On
Satur'day evenlng we are honoured with a Civic Reception, in addition to the Centenary Dinner and

Ceiiidh.

ft is an occasion when the S.B.A. will be jusrilied in looking with pride at its past and giving thanks
Ior the work ofall those who have voluntarily contributed so much over the vears; rvhen participants
will be arvare ofrhe presenr and the marry areas ofactivity in which the S.B.A. is involved; and when,

above all, those gattreled togerher will be looking to the future in launching dre S,B.A, into its second

cenlury.

Una A. Robetrson

Library CirLterLer S.l).A

The Scottish Beekeepets' Association
rvl u,.scottisfiL-.cckecptr..r,r g. rrk
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